At St Oliver’s we are called to unite in service by living out our Mercy Values and striving to
be quality learners who contribute positively to our community.
Term 1 Week 10
DATES TO REMEMBER
April
Sunday 4th
Daylight savings ends,
turning our clocks back 1
hour
Monday 19th
Staff development day No students
Tuesday 20th
Students return to school
for Term 2
Friday 23rd
Easter hat parade and
Welcoming BBQ

http://www.stoliversharrispark.catholic.edu.au/home

1st April 2021

Dear Parents,
O Lord, you search me and you know me, you know my resting and my rising, you
discern my purpose from afar. (Psalm 139)
This psalm reminds us that wherever we are, God is always with us, we are never
on our own. God has joy in watching us grow and delights in our lives, but he is not
an inactive observer - He guides and protects us. God knows us and knows of
what we are capable, what are our strengths, and what lies hidden even from our
own view. This can be intimidating to consider, but it can also be a great relief.
No matter what stumbling blocks we have before us, God is with us in the midst of
them. Even on the darkest days when we cannot see our way through the many
complexities of life, our God can be our strength. God reminds us that we have it
within our capacity to change, to cope, to thrive and to move forward.
It is this powerful message that we want our children to hear, know and remember
and it is through each of us, the most significant adults in their lives – parents and
teachers, that our children will see this lived out. We each then have an awesome
responsibility to help our children to come to know and trust in the unconditional love
of God our Father. It is our responsibility to authentically demonstrate for our
children the way in which we come into a relationship with God. It is within the
Catholic community of our parish and our school that we receive nourishment and
support for coming to know God within the midst of us.
On behalf of the St Oliver’s community, I wish each of you a blessed and holy
Easter.
Long Service Leave
I will be taking some long service leave from 10 May until 28 May next term. While I
am away, Mrs Newman will be Acting Principal and Mr Matthews will be Acting
Assistant Principal.

Barbara Young
Principal

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna ! SAVE US, WE PRAY !
Palm Sunday is the first step in our journey into Holy Week. Two gospel passages were read on Sunday.
John 12:12-16
This account of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem is quite straightforward and rich in theological meaning. It is the
only version in which the people carry palms, a symbol of victory. (Palms were waved during the
celebration of the recapture of Jerusalem [1 Macc 13:51]; they were offered in homage to kings [1 Macc
13:37; 2 Macc 14:4]; and they are held by the elect as they stand before the victorious Lamb [Rev 7:9]).
The jubilant waving of palms and the acclamation, ‘Hosanna’ (‘Save us, we pray!’) indicate the kind of
nationalistic enthusiasm that frequently surfaced in Jerusalem during major festivals. There is an allusion to
the coming of the messianic king, who is righteous and who will bring salvation, but who is meek and riding on
a donkey (Zech 9:9).
© Dianne Bergant CSA

Congratulations to the children who made their First Reconciliation on Tuesday. These children have been
preparing throughout Lent. Let’s continue to pray for these children as they make their way to the source and
summit of Christ.
Easter and New Life
As we journey towards Jesus at Calgary this week, let’s pause for a moment and give thanks for all we have
shared as an intentional faith community this term. Thank you for your generosity and donations to Project
Compassion. Your support helps us live and serve as God’s family to help those who are vulnerable.
Thank you for your faith, hope and love and may you have a blessed Easter and New Life as we all journey
towards new life on Easter Sunday.
Anthony Matthews
Religious Education Coordinator

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY - Monday 19th April, no students
Easter Hat Parade and Welcoming BBQ - Friday, 23rd April 4.30-6.30pm
On Friday, 23rd April we are in the Easter Season. To celebrate Easter as a community we will have a Student Easter
Hat Parade which will be followed immediately by a free Family BBQ. All families are invited.

PBS4L - Oli News

Oli Star Class
Congratulations to Yr 4

Principal’s Morning Tea

PBS4L Focus - Week 10
We are respectful by being
compassionate to one another.

Easter Raffle Donations
A BIG thank you for all the generous
donations and thank you to our lovely
mums who wrapped the prizes.
Nancy Shomar, Katrina Habib,
Chamila Mendis, Helena
Hajjar, Melissa Shebl and
Babita Mahesh.
Raffle will be drawn on Thursday

School Fees
School Fees are now due for those who have not set up a payment plan. Thank you to all families who have paid. Please
remember to contact Mrs Anna Small or Ms Young if you are experiencing any difficulty.

Enrolments - are now open for Kindergarten 2022. If you have a child who will turn 5 before the 31st July, 2022, you
are welcome to collect an enrolment package from the office and apply for enrolment. If you know of families in the area
looking for a quality Catholic education for their child, please let them know that we are currently accepting enrolments.
Offers for places in our Kindergarten 2022 have begun already.
Merrylands West School & Workwear Centre
455-457 Merrylands Road, Merrylands NSW 2160
Tele: (02) 9637 4502 Ph: 0401264138
Have advised us that they currently have plenty of red and blue striped socks for the boys.
NEW BOYS SOCKS
Lowes at Parramatta Westfield have informed us that they can no longer source the boys socks with the
red and pale blue stripe. They are now keeping the boys socks with pale blue stripes, which will now
become part of the boys school uniform. There of course will be a phase-in period. Boys can still wear their
red and blue socks for the next 18 months.

PARENT VOLUNTEERS AT ST OLIVER’S
Building Child Safe Communities
If you wish to help in any way at St Oliver’s (ie Sports carnivals, Fundraising, excursions etc)
you will need to complete an online child protection training module. The module takes about 5 minutes to
complete and will send the school an email with your name when completed. It is essential that this is
completed before you volunteer to help at St Oliver’s.
Please go to:
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Building-Child-Safe-Communities
Start training now button
The training is valid for 2 years.

InfoZone
Welcome to the Library and Technology section of the St Oliver’s Newsletter!

OUR HOLY WEEK PILGRIMAGE

THE PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
The school holidays are a great opportunity to enjoy books! All St Oliver’s children are encouraged to add to
their list for the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge. Many books are identified by a coloured sticker on the
spine.
Just look for these stickers on library books, both at school and in local libraries red, green and purple for primary schools.
All passwords for new students are now available.
All the booklists are available at this link: NSW Premier's Reading Challenge 2021 : Home

Mrs Lesley Quinn, Teacher Librarian

