At St Oliver’s we are called to unite in service by living out our Mercy Values and striving to
be quality learners who contribute positively to our community.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
AUGUST
13th:
Assumption of
Mary Online
Prayer Liturgy
18th:
Book Week
ONLINE Livestream
performance.
Look for the link
in your Google
Classroom daily
plan.
Book Week
Colouring In
Page - Look for
the link on the
Library Support
Google
Classroom page.

Mt 6:25-34
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Do not worry about your life.
During the current challenges in the world it is hard not to worry. When we think globally it
can be paralyzing. God does not want us to worry, as God loves us unconditionally. So I
ask you this week to know that you are God's most treasured gifts, and amongst the
challenges in the world, send your worries to God to help you.
Mary MacKillop is such an inspiration for all of us and a blueprint for strength when we
worry. First caring for her immediate family, then for wider relations, soon enough Mary was
focused on meeting the many needs of the communities in which she and her fellow Sisters
of St Joseph lived. Through aid, education, and example Mary offered her contemporaries
and us an example of faith through works. Mary faced more than a few financial challenges
herself, especially in her youth. The burden of supporting her poor family fell to Mary in her
teenage years, and surely no one held it against her for worrying about money, food,
or clothing.
From quietly and unobtrusively teaching in a stable in 1866, to founding a religious order
that spread throughout and beyond a continent, Mary’s spiritual journey was truly focused
on “God’s saving justice”. Tending to Australia’s Aboriginal peoples, prisoners facing
execution, children requiring education, the homeless, the orphaned, the sick, indeed
anybody she saw in need, Mary shows us how God seeks to answer the day’s
troubles: through us.
© Nick Brodie

REFLECTION
God does not want us to worry about what we eat, drink or anything else. God will take
care of our needs. Let’s think about birds. They do not worry about what they are going to
eat at all, but every day when they wake up they are about to find the insects that they need
to eat. God does not let them go hungry. Since we are God’s most precious treasure then
He will not let us go hungry either. Worrying will not add any time to our lives, but will only
take away from the time that we could spend serving God.

Upcoming Online Event.
Prayer Liturgy for the Assumption of Mary.
Please join the community and pray on Friday 13th August @ 12:30pm.
In the face of social isolation, the call to a Christian life is a call to say ‘Yes’ to life itself and all it offers. To say ‘Yes’ to
life is to say ‘Yes’ to life-giving relationships and decisions and ‘No’ to life denying relationships and decisions. To say
‘Yes’ to life is to say ‘No’ to those things that harm self and harm others. A ‘Yes’ to life is a ‘Yes’ to hope; to possibility;
to love; to God; and to yourself. (Greg Sunter)

In Christ
Anthony Matthews
Religious Education Coordinator

TEACHER ILLNESS
Please be advised that due to the lockdown we are unable to replace staff when they are sick or have family members that
require care. As such, should teachers call in sick, we will endeavour to notify parents either through Google Classroom
or Seesaw. Please note that there will be no teacher activity on these platforms when the teacher is unwell. The preset
work that has been set should still be attended to by the students on such days. Thank you for your understanding.
PBS4L
This week if you find yourself worried and in need of
help try this mindfulness slide show.
Click here

A little light humour to
cheer our parents up while
they are patiently
homeschooling their
children.

Multicultural Day 2021
Wow, what an exceptional experience, while remote there was so much spirit, wonder and awe amongst the
community. Thank you to all the families who shared a video, recipe and craft for this day. Our ZOOM liturgy
had over 120 participants. With many of these gathering as families our estimated number is well over 120!
We are now looking for volunteers to collate and organise the recipes we received from you to develop and
publish into our ‘St Oliver’s Multicultural Day’ recipe book, ‘One school many cultures cookbook’. If you have
experience in publishing and creating digital and hard copy works we would love your support.
If you are interested in supporting this project please contact Anthony Matthews .
Attn: Mr Matthews_St Oliver’s recipe book
stolivers@parra.catholic.edu.au

Healthy@Home toolkit
Keeping active and healthy is important for our physical and mental wellbeing, particularly at this time when we
are required to stay at home.

To support the health and wellbeing of all, Western Sydney Local Health District (WSLHD) has developed a
toolkit of "Healthy@Home" to provide families with practical tips and resources for:
● being active
● eating well
● staying connected
● supporting mental wellbeing.
There are a range of tiles you can choose to download including some which have been translated into other
languages. We hope the practical tips and information are helpful for your families at this time. Please visit
https://www.wslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/COVID-19-Wellbeing/COVID-19-Community-Resources-Healthy-Home/he
althy-at-home to access this information.

The information is housed on the WSLHD Covid 19 Community
Resources for Western Sydney web page, where you’ll find a lot of
local COVID-19 related information (linked to NSW Govt sites).
Please contact WSLHD-MunchAndMove@health.nsw.gov.au if you
have any questions about the toolkit.

SOME GREAT REMOTE LEARNING SAMPLES

Eva S, Yr 1

Louis, Yr 2

Jordan, Kinder
Mary Mackillop

Stage 2

Elijah F, Yr 6
Finn, Year 1
Creative Writing

Yuvaan, Kinder

Nicole, Yr 5

Focus On Learning
Reading: How to help your child at home
Helping your child to be a successful reader can be a very stressful activity for both child and parent.
Pause-Prompt-Praise is a technique that will help you assist your child work out tricky words they may come
across when they are reading, while at the same time teaching them how to self-monitor and correct themselves.
Pause, Prompt and Praise
● ‘Pause, Prompt, Praise' is a handy technique to use when your child is reading aloud to you.
● ‘Pause, Prompt, Praise' helps kids work out words they get stuck on.
Pausing
● Pausing creates an opportunity for your child to try to work out the word by themselves (which sets them
up to be independent readers)
● Wait quietly while your child attempts to read the words on the page.
● Pause for 5 seconds if your child comes to a word they are struggling with. This will give your child the
opportunity to figure it out for themselves.
● If they successfully work out the word it’s a good idea if they reread the sentence so they can maintain
meaning before they continue.
Prompt
Then, after 5 seconds, if they have not independently worked out the word;
● Give them some quick, low-key suggestions about what they could do to figure out the word. For
example
○ Are there any letters in the word you know and can you say the sounds that go with them?
○ Can you break the word up into chunks, for example ‘th-at’? (Using their fingers to help isolate
chunks will help.)
○ Read on for a sentence or two, missing out the tricky word and see if that helps you to work it out
what the word is.
○ Are there any clues from the pictures that you can use to work out the word?
● If after ‘two prompts’ they still can’t work out the word, say it for them and get them to continue.
● Don’t forget that many words cannot be “sounded out” (eg said, would) so using other strategies is
important.
● Encourage them to use different strategies. E.g. don’t encourage them to always use letter/sound
relationships. Thinking about the meaning is very important.
Praise
● Praise their reading efforts. This is the easy part!
● Say things about the strategies your child used when reading such as: ‘I like how you read when you
came to that difficult word.’ ‘I like how you changed your voice to be the voice of the character.’
● Praising your child’s efforts motivates them to continue reading by boosting their self confidence and
their enjoyment of reading.

